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movement in favor of bringing out General Jackson for the presidency. Colonel Burr, I am well aware, had no agency in this, for it occurred some three months before the date of his letter to Governor Alston; nor was it put in motion by any combination of militant Federalists and anti-Jeffersonians.
"As long as General Jackson remained in the military service of his country little was said about bringing him out for the presidency. Having been appointed Governor of Florida by the President of the United States, he resigned his commission in the .army about the ist of June, 1821, and repaired forthwith to Pensacola to receive the territory from the Spanish authorities. After organizing a territorial government and putting it in operation he withdrew from all public employment and returned to Tennessee, where he expected to spend the rest of his life as a private citizen. Nor, indeed, was it believed by his friends that they would be blessed with his society very long, as his health was at that time, and had been for six or seven years previous, very feeble, and his constitution apparently exhausted and broken down. No sooner, however, had he become a private citizen and had set himself down once more upon his own beautiful estate, the Hermitage, than the eyes of his fellow citizens were turned toward him as having eminently entitled himself, by his brilliant and patriotic services, to the highest honors within the gift of a free and enlightened people."
There have been many and varied stories as to how General Jackson came to be a candidate for President. A story was published, and it went the rounds, with variations, that an obscure man in a Pennsylvania .convention got up and with a flourish nominated Andrew Jackson for President of the United States, and that it went to the country like a new discovery. This was in 1823. Then it was widely circulated by the giving of a dinner to General Jackson by Mr. Adams, .who was at the time Secretary of State. He becames began and thus ended the firstraising questions, that the Government pro-l motive. But they so conducted it as to authorize and suggest that imputation. Their movements all took a personal and vindictive, instead of a legislative and remedial, nature."
